New Workshop Title -   Building a Marriage That Embodies The Gospel
You met the “Woman of your Dreams”.  You spent your entire life savings on a ring and secured the coveted “Yes!”.   You sealed the deal with an extravagant wedding and a lifetime commitment of marriage.  Now, your life forever after will be glorious as you meet each other’s every need and satisfy all the longings of your hearts.  That’s the chain of events and PLAN for every marriage, correct?  
The answer is … That may be your plan, but God’s Expectations for Marriage are MUCH MORE.  
Most marriages miss God’s best, simply because most couples don’t know what God desires from their marriage.  In this session, we will explore God’s expectations for marriage.  We will navigate the narrative of Genesis and highlight 5 specific components of His Desires from Your marriage.  Our goal will be to refresh or reframe your plan for marriage and set it on the course God envisioned and designed.
Discussion Questions

1) How would you say most people learn what marriage is and what it should look like?

Group Response:


Parents/ Family

Other Marriages/Friends


Culture- TV, Movies, Social Media, 


Feelings and Emotions/ Personal Experiences


Church

2) What perceptions or understandings did you have about marriage prior to entering into a marriage relationship?

Group Responses


Spouse would be a Soulmate


Require Hardwork / Lots of Ups and Downs


Would be Happy ad Romantic


Require Sacrifice from Both/ 50-50


Physical Attraction was Needed/Sex All The Time


Men would be in Authority

Communication would be Critical

3) What are 5 things you think are essential to a successful marriage?

Group Responses:


Sacrifice


Communication/Understanding/Conflict Resolution

Humility


Love/Physical Intimacy

Patience/Contentment


Forgiveness


Friendship/Companionship


God

4) Divide your paper in half/ List 5 things you enjoy most about being married and 5 challenging things you have experienced being married?

Group Rresponses:

Enjoy


Like Mindedness/Healthy Communication/Team Work


Financial Provisions


Intimacy


Parenting


Ministry

Challenging


Companionship


Unconditional Love/Self Centeredness


Parenting


Intimacy


In Laws/Family


Balance/Careers


Staying on Same Page

5) What do you think are essential components of God’s Vision for marriage?

Group Responses:


Christ Focus


Male/Female


Glorify God


Thriving Spiritually/Encouragement

Fruitful and Multiply/Bonding


Companionship


Unity/Equally Yoked


Submission

6) Each person in group, in one word what does God desire from your marriage?

Group Reponses


Humility

Love

Happiness

Calling


Honor

Unconditional Love

Imago Dei

Obedience

Leading 

Glorification

Witness


Empathy

Communication

Leadership
God’ Plan for Marriage
Most Married couples miss God’s best simply because they don’t know what God desires for their marriage.


If you don’t know the purpose of something, it is destined to be used incorrectly.


Incorrect use can and will lead to wear and tear and ultimately damage and destruction.

Where do we learn what God initially designed for Marriage?


Read Genesis 1:26-28  

“Then God said, “let us make human beings in out image, to be like us.  They will reign over the fish of the sea, the birds of the air, the livestock, and all the wild animals on earth, and the small animals that scurry along the ground.”

So God created human beings in his own image.  In the image of God he created them: male and female he created them.”

Then God Blessed them and said, “Be fruitful and multiply.  Fill the earth and govern it.”


Read Genesis 2: 18, 24

2:18 Then God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone.  I will make him a suitable helper who is just right for him.” 

2:24 “This explains why a man leaves his father and mother and is joined to his wife, and the two are united into one”.

At first impression, what do you draw from those verses regarding God’s design for marriage?

A good working definition of a Godly Marriage, as viewed Biblically-

A lifelong, covenantal union between one man and one woman that is built on love, sacrifice, service, forgiveness, and a shared faith and is purposed with reflecting God’s glory and grace to the world so as to witness to the gospel and further the Kingdom.
So within Genesis scriptures and that definition, lets identify 5 Key Components of Gods Plan for Marriage. 
5 Components of God’s Plan for Marriage

1) Is to Reflect His Image

· Marriage was, first and foremost, meant to model and display God’s glory to all creation


“How are you doing with that in your marriage?”

· We reflect His image in a combination of plurality and unity of marriage

Plurality

“Let us make man in OUR image”   “Male and Female he crated THEM”

OUR Image – Referring to the Trinity- Father, Son, and  Holy Spirit

Marriage is between 2 uniquely created individuals               1 Man and 1 Woman but it is done in Covenant with God to make 3.

Unity

Later, he said “and the two will become ONE”

Much like the Trinity - One God in Three Individuals, Marriage is to function as One Entity Made Up of Three Individuals   (You, Your Spouse, and God)

· Marriage is to Reflect God’s Image of Submission





Christ Submits to the Father and the Holy Spirit Submits to Both

· Marriage is to Reflect God’s Love
The Father Loves the Son.

The Father Does Not Oppress the Son and Force Submission.  Love is the Reason for the Submission of the Son

In Marriage the Man is to Love his wife as Christ Loved the Church

And he wife will willfully submit to the Husband 

When the World sees a Christian marriage, they should see a husband who makes daily sacrifices for his wife and leads spiritually.  He leads his family to church.  He leads in devotions and prayer.  He serves his wife and edifies her and builds her up.  

In return, they should see a wife that honors him and submits to his good leadership.
When Done Consistently, Your Marriage will be a Reflection of the REDEMPTIVE PICTURE OF THE GOSPEL.
2) Is to Raise Godly Children

· “Be Fruitful and Multiply”

God does not want just children, He wants Godly Children and a Growing Kingdom

One of the highest purposes of marriage is to procreate and teach generations about the Bible, help them grow in character, help the find their spiritual gifts and their calling to serve the Lord

For those unable to procreate, the calling still exists to multiply – make disciples!

3) Is to Establish and Build His Kingdom

· Marriage is a reflection of Christ’s Relationship with the church.

· Throughout scripture, Christ is depicted as  the bridegroom and the Church is HIS bride

· Christ so loved that he gave His Life for His Bride
· When people witness our marriage, they should see the grace-filled compassion that Christ had for the Church
· Our Marriage should be a light to a dark world.

· Marriage should be on mission.  It should place its focus not on happiness but on holiness.  Marriage should be an environment where couples refine and sanctify each other so that they may serve together.

· Serving together will be both an inviting witness to the welcoming arms of Christ and it will strengthen your marriage at the same time.

4) Is Companionship

“It is Not Good for man to be alone.  I will make a suitable helper.”

· God wants people to have a mate: Someone to fellowship with, to dream with, to serve with, and be heirs of life together with.
· He Did Not Create a Suitable Servant 

Woman is referred to as Helper.  Holy Spirit is Referred to as Helper

Husband and Wife should work together as Christ work in and through the Holy Spirit.

· Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 “Two are better than one, because they have good return for their work”

Why is the return of two better?  

They complement each other, you don’t have to be the master of it all.

· Companionship should bring strength, encouragement, build faith, and physical/spiritual protection

5) For a Couple to Make a New Family

· Priority is to be a new family

Does not mean you can dishonor your parents.  Does mean your spouse deserves to be the priority

· Leaving your family of origin, also implies complete marital independence - you can financially provide for your own needs

Most marriages miss God’s best, simply because most couples don’t know what God desires from their marriage.  We have now explored God’s original expectations for marriage in the creation story of Genesis and we have highlighted 5 specific components of His Desire from Your marriage, you goal Now should be to refresh or reframe your plan for marriage and set it on the course God envisioned and designed.
